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The Health Department of Northwest Michigan is mandated by the Michigan Public Health Code to promote wellness, prevent disease, provide 

quality healthcare, address health problems of vulnerable populations, and protect the environment for the residents and visitors of Antrim, 

Charlevoix, Emmet, and Otsego counties. For more information, visit nwhealth.org. 
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Health Department Receives Petoskey Strong Award 

 

The Health Department of Northwest Michigan was honored yesterday during the Petoskey Regional 

Chamber of Commerce Annual Breakfast for Champions event. The annual event honors Petoskey 

Regional Chamber of Commerce member businesses that make up our amazing community.  

 

During the Breakfast for Champions event the Health Department of Northwest Michigan, along with 

McLaren Northern Michigan, received the Petoskey Strong Award. This award recognizes those that went 

above and beyond to help support, sustain or provide safety to the community as a whole during the 

challenging times of a pandemic. From the onset of the first case in our jurisdiction, our team has 

remained dedicated to supporting our communities.  

 

“I am honored to accept this award on behalf of Lisa Peacock, Health Officer, and the many incredible 

employees at our agency who are so deserving of this recognition. We are grateful to our Board of Health 

and our county commissioners who have long understood the importance of the work that we do every 

day and supported us in all of our endeavors,” said Dr. Josh Meyerson, Medical Director. “Public Health 

has usually happily lived “behind the scenes”. It is often said that the work of public health is the outbreak 

that didn’t occur, the food and water that is safe to consume, the air that is safe to breathe, and the 

disease that didn’t strike. This year, more than any at time in the last century, has brought to light what 

happens when these assumptions can no longer be taken for granted, and the critical need for a strong 

local health department. In the face of a public health emergency that is now over 10 months old and far 

from over, I want to express my deepest gratitude to the over 130 employees of the health department 

for their incredible professionalism, personal sacrifice, and just plain determination to do what is needed 

every day. They are an incredible team, and it is my privilege to work with them.” 

 

The recording of the Breakfast for Champions event can be viewed here. 
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